A Macedonian Call

In 2006, Dr. Eleazar Ziherambere of International Ministries invited Rev. John Hopkins, Senior Pastor of Truevine Missionary Baptist Church in Lynwood, CA to join him on a mission to Angola to train pastors and leaders.  The ministry in Angola went very well, and plans were made to return the following year, with the potential for a continuing relationship to be established.

Preparing to return to Angola in 2007, a team was recruited, airline tickets were purchased, and application was made for entry visas.  A month before the scheduled departure, the visas hadn’t been received.   One week before departure, the visas still weren’t available and would not be issued in time.  A change was necessary.
Since the airfare was non-refundable and significant penalties for change or delays would be incurred, Eleazar began to make telephone calls to the leaders of African Baptist unions.  Each leader in succession said that one week was too little time to gather a group of pastors and leaders for training.

When Eleazar called the Rev. Emmanuel Nsganiyaye, President of the Evangelical Free Baptist Church of Burundi, he was rebuked for making a “bad joke.”   Eleazar had to convince Rev. Nsganiyaye that he was sincere -- a team was ready to arrive in Africa within a week.  When he realized that the offer was valid, Rev. Nsganiyaye said that they would be ready for the team to arrive.
The team, lead by Rev. Hopkins and Rev. Raymond Giddens, found their Burundian hosts to be wonderful brothers and sisters in Christ who deeply love God and desire to serve Him.  Preaching in churches on Sunday morning, large crowds gathered to hear the Word of God.  More than 80 pastors and leaders attended the training in Kayanza and were blessed by the ministry of the team. 

Those of us who have been to Burundi have fallen in love with our brothers and sisters there.  We are overwhelmed at their zeal, faithfulness, and determination in spite of tremendous obstacles.  There is a great hunger in Burundi for the Gospel and people respond to the gracious invitation of our Heavenly Father to receive His Son.  We praise God for the ministry of the Evangelical Free Baptist Church of Burundi and the opportunity to serve them.

We believe t hat God gave a “Macedonian Call” to Transformation Ministries to serve in Burundi.  He has confirmed this call with the deep relationships that have formed and the significant ministry that has been done.  It will build the Kingdom in ways we can only imagine.  Thank you, Lord, for trusting us with this ministry!

