An Introduction to Burundi
Burundi is a republic of nearly nine million people in a country the size of Maryland.  According to The World Factbook  (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/by.html) of the Central Intelligence Agency,  Burundi is the third-poorest country in the world.  Located in central Africa, three degrees south of the Equator, Burundi neighbors Rwanda, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Tanzania in Africa’s “Great Lakes Region.”  The majority of the people (90%) engage in subsistence farming, growing sweet potatoes, cassava, beans, and other crops.  In good years, enough food may be grown to sell for a small amount of cash.  Coffee and tea are the primary exports, accounting for over 90% of Burundi’s foreign exchange receipts.
Quick Facts
(For comparison purposes, corresponding United States statistics have been included in parentheses in some categories.)
· Population (2009 Estimate) 
8,988,091

· Median age


16.7 years   



              (U.S.: 36.7 years)
· Life expectancy

52.0 years (world rank #202)  




   (U.S.: 78.1; world rank #50)
· Infant mortality

59.64 deaths/ 1000 live births (world rank #38)




    (U.S.: 6.2; world rank #180)
· Total fertility rate

6.33 births/ woman (world rank #6)




    (U.S.:  2.05; world rank #125)
· HIV/AIDS adult prevalence
2%

· Literacy (over age 15)

59.3%




   (U.S.: 99%)
· School life expectancy

7 years




    (U.S.: 16 years)
· Religions


Christianity 67% (Roman Catholic 62%, Protestant 5%); 





indigenous beliefs 23%; Muslim 10%
· Ethnic groups


Hutu (85%), Tutsi (14%), Twa (1%)

· GDP per capita

$300/ year (world rank #227 or 229 countries)





   (U.S.: $47,500/yr; world rank #10)
· % below poverty line

68%




    (U.S.:  12%)


Brief History

Burundi’s population consists of three racial groups:  the Twa, Hutus, and Tutsis. The Twa, descendants of the pygmies, were the original inhabitants of the region. They were subjugated by the Hutus, who are largely farmers.  Later, the Tutsis, who are herdsmen, arrived from the upper Nile region and became the dominant people group. 
Once a feudal kingdom ruled by the Tutsi aristocracy, Burundi became a German colony in 1897 following the death of the king.  German rule was indirect, with agents placed in the courts of local rulers.  The remoteness of these colonies limited German influence, which governed through the Tutsi leaders.  In 1916, following Germany’s invasion of Belgium in World War 1, Belgian armies from the Belgian Congo occupied what was known as Ruanda-Urundi.  In 1924, the League of Nations affirmed Belgium’s colonial mandate to these countries.  Belgium continued use of the Tutsis to govern the country, requiring each person to carry an identification card specifying that person’s racial identity.  Belgium’s policies initiated a racial tension that hadn’t existed prior to colonization, although the Tutsis rule dated from the 16th century.
In 1962, full independence was achieved following severe racially-based massacres by both Hutus and Tutsis.
  Originally a constitutional Tutsi monarchy with both Tutsi and Hutu ministers, Burundi became a republic following severe violence, assassinations, and flight of the king.  In 1972, 100,000 people were killed, among them nearly all the professional or educated Hutus.  Years of violence, political disappointment, and failed governments kept Burundi in turmoil until the first democratic presidential election was scheduled in 1993.

In 1993, the incumbent president, Pierre Buyoya, was defeated by Melchior Ndadye.  Ndadye was a Hutu who sought to form a conciliatory government by appointing Tutsis to a number of cabinet positions.  He was killed by Tutsis in an attempted coup causing extreme violence and death to thousands of Hutus and Tutsis, and 800,000 refugees fled the country. 

In 1994, the national assembly elected a Hutu president who appointed a Tutsi as his prime minister.  In April 1994, President Ntaryamira died in a rocket attack on his airplane that also killed President Habyarimana of Rwanda.  These assassinations led to the genocide in Rwanda and fifteen years of civil war in Burundi.  More than 300,000 were killed in Burundi during this period, but the appalling number of deaths in Rwanda pushed the situation in Burundi from the world’s attention.

President Pierre Nkurunziza, a former Hutu rebel leader, was elected president by Parliament in 2005.  The following year, most rebel groups ceased hostilities, after negotiations with the one remaining rebel group led to a cease-fire in May 2008. 

National elections are scheduled for 2010,  to select a new president and national assembly.  While much work has been done to make this a peaceful process, racial factors and long-standing disputes are often disguised as electoral and political disagreements that result in violence.  Please pray for the people and leaders of Burundi, that this might be a peaceful process leading to a more just nation. 
� http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?historyid=ad25





