The Elijah Bible School

The Evangelical Free Baptist Church of Burundi (EBLB) was established in 2004 with the express purpose of leading the people of Burundi to a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.  Concerned that other Baptist unions were focusing on social programs rather than sharing the Gospel through those programs, a handful of people started a movement that God empowers.

The EBLB has grown rapidly.  From the humble beginnings in 2004, nearly 90 churches make up this ministry.  The growth of the movement has far exceeded the ability to train pastors to lead these new churches and disciple the thousands of new believers. 

2010 will be the third year that Transformation Ministries has sponsored students to receive training that prepares them to be more effective pastors and leaders in the movement.  With travel being very expensive, slow, and difficult, local leaders are needed to assist new pastors. In 2008 and 2009, two students attended the William Carey School of World Mission in Durban, South Africa.  In 2010, two students will begin a three year program at Hope Africa University in Bujumbura, Burundi, the capital city.

Planting 8 to 10 new churches each year, EBLB needs more pastors than are being trained by existing programs.  In 2009, they began the Elijah Bible School to train men and women as pastors for new churches and the churches to be started in the future.  The school runs all year with students coming for one month of training, then returning home for two months.  This pattern is repeated throughout the year, with students offered four months of training in theology, Bible survey, counseling, practical ministry, and other appropriate courses.  Pastor Joel Matabo is the Director of Elijah Bible School, in addition to serving as pastor of the Ndava Free Baptist Church in Cibitoke.

Not satisfied with the status quo, the leaders of the EBLB took action to meet the need.  Soon, twenty to thirty pastors will be ready to accept leadership in a church where many will receive Jesus as Lord.  Volunteer teachers are welcome to come to the Elijah Bible School to train the students, who are so eager to learn that some walk for three days to attend the training.  Now that’s commitment!
